THE SEPTUAGINT-VERSION, printed at Rome in 
the year 1587, has been during eleven years paſt under collation with its 
Manuſcripts, and with other Editions of it; with Citations from jt by 
Greek Fathers; and alſo with Manuſcripts and Editions of the Italic 
Coptic, Syriac, Arabic, Slavonian, Armenian, and Georgian Verſions, all 
derived from the Greek Text. ES OS 

_ Univerſities, Chapters, Colleges, and Individuals of Eminence in Rank 
and Learning, have ſupported this Collation by their munificent Subſcrip- 
tions: and it has been carried on throughout Europe by the ableſt Scho- 
lars of their time. 2 Eh | 
As this part of the undertaking is now drawing towards a concluſion, 
the Subſcription thereto is cloſed, and another part of the work, namely 


The PUBLICATION OF THE COLLATIONS, 1s become, in its turn, an 
object of conſideration. | | | * ff ny nag; 


On the expediency of this work ſome obſervations have been already _ 
made in the Firſt and Third Annual Accounts of the Collation. Among 
the points there inſiſted on, were theſe that follow: | 
I. The AnTiQuiry of the Septuzgint-Verfion—As it was made more 

than a century and a half before the coming of Chriſt, it may be ſyppoſed 
that the Hebrew Copy, which the Seventy then tranſlated, was more pure 
and perfect than later tranſcripts of it. | be | 

II. The ORICINAL FIDELITY of the Verſion—From the time when 
it was made, till the ſecond century of the Chriſtian zra, it was uſed in 
the Sacred Service of the Jewiſh Church: and therefore it ſeems to have 
been deemed originally, and during that period, a juſt and faithful Verſion 
of the Hebrew Scriptures, | | LE 
III. The AUTHORITY of the Verſion itfelf—It was the very inftru- 
ment which the Providence of God uſed, in the converſion of both Jews 
and Gentiles to the Faith of Chriſt; and the early- Chriftians had cither 
that Verſion, or Tranſlations from it, for their ſtanding Bible. TS 

IV. The UTiL1TY of it, when applied critically to the Hebrew Text 
Through the whole ſucceſſion of Biblical Literature, this Verſion has 
proved of eminent uſe, not only in pointing out places in which the He- 

rew Copy of theſe days differs from that of earlier times; but even in 
3 Original Hebrew Readings, which had diſappeared. . 4 

V. The ALTERATIONS made in this Verſion by Editors, with views 
of accommodating it to the preſent Hebrew Text—As' ſuch a proceeding 
has rather tended to dif; uality the Verſion for that very purpoſe, which 
it might otherwiſe be calculated to anſwer, what was at firſtrits Own Ge- 
nuine Text is become a queſtion the more preſſing and neceſſary. And it 
ſeems that the deciſion of this queſtion muſt be rendered more eaſy and cer- 
tain to 2 Biblical Scholar, when the tenour of the ſeveral Septuagint- 
Copies ſhall be preſented under one view before him. | 


VI. The DIFFERENCES between the ſeveral Manuſcript and Printed 
Copies of the Verſion— Its genuine Text is not, as the Learned well know, 
contained at preſent in any one Manuſcript, or Edition : but lies diſperied 
in all the Copies, with more or leſs of Omiſſion or Interpolation in every 
one. What has been omitted, and what interpolated, is likely to become 
more fully known, when thoſe Readings, in which the ſeveral Copies differ, 

ſhall haye been placed in one colle&ed view. 261 
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To obtain the means neceſſary for publiſhing the above mentioned col- 


lations, early in the laſt year the following Letter of Requeſt on the ſub- 


je& was preſented to the Delegates of the Clarendon-Preſs: 


It is the wiſh of Dr. H. to preſent the Univerſity with the copy-right 
of the work. He therefore now reſpe&tfully offers it to the Delegates of 
the Preſs. Toleave the Board an indemnification for incurring the ex- 

nce of paper and printing, and to enable himſelf to diſcharge the Public 


2 further Subſcription, are equally objects with him. The following 
particulars are — ſubmitted to the conſideration of the Board. _ 


- 


«© The Collation ſhall ſtand on the obligation originally entered into by 


Dr. H. He will, aMis own expence, carry on the Impreſſion to the end 
af the Pentateuch; and when it ſhall have proceeded ſo far, all copies of the 


Pentateuch- books, remaining at that time unſold, ſhall be the property of 
the Board; and what may have been received in the meanwhile for copies 


fold, he will account for in the uſual way, as for other monies received to 
the uſe of the work. . | 


He will then preſent the Board with the Fount of Letter, which has 
been bought for printing the work. 5 | 


e From the end of the Pentateuch to the end of the whole Impreſſion, 
the expence of paper and printing ſhall be defrayed by the Delegates ; and 
the copy-right of the whole mal be theirs, they allowing Dr H. the ſmal- 
left number of copies which they ever allowed to any Editor. Dr. H. ſup- 
poſing life and health to continue, will prepare the Copy throughout, and 


correct the preſs, and pay his own aſſiſtants, whether it fhall pleaſe the 


Board to continue to him their preſent allowance or not.“ 


The Anſwer of the Board was as follows: _ 4: 
. | FRIDAY, June 8, 1798. 

« At a Meeting of the Delegates of the Preſs in the Delegates Room 
e Propoſal of Dr. Holmes reſpecting the future Publication of the 
collations of the Septuagint, ſubmitted to the Board, Feb. 2, 1798, havin 
this day been taken into conſideration; the Vice-Chancellor was requeſt 
to inform him of the opinion of the Board; that, with every good wiſh for 
the advancement of a work of ſuch magnitude and importance, as that in 
which he is engaged, from a variety of circumſtances it does not ſeem ex- 
pedient to them that they ſhould pledge the Revenues of the Preſs to ſo large 
an expenditure as would be neceſſary, in caſe the Propoſal of Dr. Holmes 
was acceded to——at the ſame time, that, if Dr. Holmes ſhould judge it right 
to ſolicit the Subſcriptions of the Learned to the publication of the colla- 
tions, they are entirely diſpoſed to give to ſuch Subſcription every aſſiſtance 
in their power. | 1 | 


Under theſe circumſtances, I haye ventured 22 an application to THE 
PUBLIC; and ſolicit every Friend of Sacred Learning to confer upon 
this concluding part of the work, the generous Aſſiſtance of His Sub- 
ſcription. Th | 
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The collations now intended for Publication have been made from more 
than three hundred Greek Manuſcripts; from 1 Arabic, Sla- 
vonian, and Armenian Manuſcripts, to the amount of twenty or more; 
from Editions of the Greek Text, and of Verſions, to the number of eleven 
at leaſt; and nearly from thirty Greek Fathers. 


From all the above ſources, fuch a body of Various Readings has been 
derived, that, according to the beſt calculation which can be made at pre- 


lent, the whole cannot be compriſed in fewer than Four Volumes. 


e Form and Method, in which it is propoſed to print the work, is as 
O. e: | | | ; 

The Greek Text of the Vatican Edition, without any intended depar- 
ture from it, except only as to its typographical miſtakes, will be reprinted 


in Folio, and ſtand at the top of the page: and at the bottom of the ſeveral - 


r Verſes of the Text above. c 


pages will be placed thoſe Various Readings, which belong to the particu- 
Septuagint-Manuſcripts will be referred to by Numerical Figures, II, 


III, X, 29, 32,75 136, &c. the Manulcripts in the Uncial character be- 


ing ſpecified by Numerals of a capital form ; and the Manuſcripts not in 
the Uncial character, by Numerals of a ſmaller fort. Of the Numbers, 
applied to denote every Manuſcript 1 noe" a Catalogue will be given, 

together with a Deſcription and Account of the ſeveral Manuſcripts, Edi- 
tions, and Verſions. 


Editions, Fathers, and Verſions, will be denoted either by Name, or by | 


ſome other obvious and intelligible reference. 


Proper explanations will be given of the few Symbolical Characters and 


Marks, which will occur throughout the work. 

To each Scriptural book will 
of that book are contained in the ſeveral Manuſcripts. or Editions, which 
are cited in the courſe of it. 5 | 

To each Scriptural book will be ſubjoined ſuch Fragments of Aquila, 
Symmaclus, Theodotion, and other Greek Interpreters, as are either not 
_ publiſhed hitherto, or, if publiſhed, have been repreſented otherwiſe than 
they appear in the margins of Manuſcripts uſed in this work, | 


In engaging the Aſſiſtants neceſſary for preparing the Copy, and corre&t- 
ing the ſheets, and in payments for paper and printing, ſo great an expence 
mutt unavoidably be incurred, that two hundred and fifty Subſcriptions 
for each Volume will be wanted to enable me to print it, and fulfil the ob- 
ligations contracted by this Propoſal. | | 


The Terms of Subſcription are with all due deference propoſed to be 


theſe :—-That Twelve Guineas, at the rate of three for each Volume, be 


be prefixed a Table, ſtating what portions 


— 
P 


fubſcribed for One Copy of the Edition, and proportionably for more Co- 


pies than One, if defired. - And as it would he of tar greatelt effect in ac- 
cclerating the Impreſſion, if the above Subſcription could be obtained in 
One ſum at the time of ſubſcribing, the — Friends of this Publi- 
cation will allow me to mention preferably that mode of contribution to it 
«ſtill, at the ſame time, it is alſo propoſed that the above Twelve Guineas 

e | | may 


1 


; ( 4 , E | 
may be paid, if thought proper, at Four equal payments early in the years 
t$00, 12 „1802, 1 5 ſhould the Subſcriber Vive, and + Inf rl gh 

year of the progreſs made in the Publigation. And tos en of 
Three Guineas, ſubſcribed in either of the above modes, Ong Volume of 

the Edition ſhall be without further eæpence delivered ta the Subſcriber, by. 
one or two books at a time, as they come. from the Preſ . -,, - 

Hut whatever ſum, though inferior to the amount here ſpecified, any 
Friend to this Publicativy may be pleaſed to 8 ſuch Benefaction 

will be gratefully. received, and allowed to the Subſcriber, as a deduction 
from the price of tl . 5 5 - 

Of Monies ſubſcribed towards this Publication, of its progreſs, and of 
the expences incurred in it, an Annual Account will be given, as was done 

im the caſe of the Collation : and if life or health ould t ot be continued 


w me, tiltthe Pablication can be completed; the unpubliſhed” Collations 
will Re, as originally ſtipulated, at the diſcretion of the Delegates of the 
Prefs, to whom tlie $ums received for publiſhing each Volume, and not ex- 
| pended fer that purpoſe, ſhall be duly transferred. T3 
- Though the progrefs of the Publication muſt depend on the WWeceſs of 
- __ this: Subſcription, yet, while this Addreſs is awaiting the conſideration of 
_  THE'PUBLIC, the Impreſſion of the work fhall be forwarded to the beſt 


. 


„ SI ef iny power, 
5 F oops en * 
Jan. 20, 1800. ROBERT HOLMES. 
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i ee oy 7 19. OXFORD; Far. 20, 1800. 


etin of the Delegates of the Clarendon-Preſs in the 
DPDPDelegates Room—": APIS 


TON IG . 'Fhe Collations of tht /Septuagint-Verſfion, according to the Propoſals of 

; if F | Dr. Holmes in 1788, having been nearly brought to F and Dr. 

Holmes having this day laid before the Delegates his Propoſals for a Sub- 

1 . ſeription for the PuBLiCaTION OF THE COLLATIONS— 2" 

F Ons That there, he pſd to Dr. Holmes in aid of this Publication the ſum of 

q One hundred and forty-four Guineas, being the amount of the propoſed 
; 


Tor 


price of twelve copies; the Delegates hoping that Dr. Holmes will meet 

45 | _ with ſuch further encouragement, as will enable him to go forward in a 

work of ſo much-confideration. and real importance. - 

And they think it ght allo to apprize the Public, that although it did 
Hot ſeem-expedient 4 25 to pledge themſelves for the expenditure neceſ- 
bay for the whole Impreſſion, as appears by their anſwer to Dr. Holmes's 
Piopofals dated June 8, 1598, yt; in the caſe of the death of Dr, Holmes 

| 9:bix being obliged through al health to relinquiſh the ſuperintendence t 
the work, the Delegates will be anſwerable to the Sublcribers for the ſums 
transferred from Dr. Holmes, and proceed to the finiſhing the Publication 
io far as may be in their power, and conſiſtent with their other obligations. 


2 15 


1 


Subſcriptions will be received by the Editor ; Neis. Payne 3 White; Brews = 
nerz Robſon; in London: lanwell and Parker; Cooke ; in Oxford; 
Deichen; ig Cambridge. 


Ms 
AF OOO, 
I MY 89 | 
11 

- ov 


PX; 


WF 
* 


* 


Fa N * # 
SU 


* . 
aſs ls, 44 


— — 


IT 8 3; 


—— r — t — . . f i 3 "x - Y bf as * : g wy 


. 


— — - 


— — 


